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BILATERAL COOPERATION


Introduction
1. This document provides an overview of requests from four bilateral agencies and whether these are eligible, considering the maximum level of bilateral cooperation available for 2026 or the triennium 2024‑2026. It cross-references the relevant meeting documents, which include the discussion on the bilateral requests and contain the recommendation on the year of assignment for bilateral cooperation.
Overview
Eight projects at a total cost of US $2,782,907 have been submitted to the 98th meeting as shown in Table 1. 


Table 1. Projects for bilateral cooperation submitted to the 98th meeting
	Bilateral agency
	Country
	Project title
	Funding requested
(US $)
	Support costs
requested
(US $)
	Amount recommended* (US $)
	Considered under

	Australia
	Indonesia
	HCFC phase-out management plan (stage III, second tranche)
	415,000
	48,113
	463,113
	98/37**

	Subtotal
	415,000
	48,113
	463,113
	

	Germany
	Burkina Faso
	Verification on the implementation of stage I of the Kigali HFC implementation plan
	30,000
	3,900
	33,900
	Present document

	Germany
	Liberia
	Verification on the implementation of stage I of the Kigali HFC implementation plan
	30,000
	3,900
	33,900
	Present document

	Germany
	Mauritius
	Verification on the implementation of stage I of the Kigali HFC implementation plan
	30,000
	3,900
	33,900
	Present document

	Germany
	Papua New Guinea 
	Verification on the implementation of stage II of the HCFC phase-out management plan
	30,000
	3,900
	33,900
	Present document

	Subtotal
	120,000
	15,600
	135,600
	

	Italy
	Tunisia
	HCFC phase-out management plan (stage III, first tranche)
	350,000
	45,500
	395,500
	98/51**

	Subtotal
	350,000
	45,500
	395,500
	

	United Kingdom 
	Brazil
	Kigali HFC implementation plan (stage I, first tranche)
	1,080,607
	123,367
	1,203,974
	98/28**

	United Kingdom
	Nigeria
	HCFC phase-out management plan (stage IV, first tranche)
	519,000
	65,720
	584,720
	98/43**

	Subtotal
	1,599,607
	189,087
	1,788,694
	

	Total
	2,484,607
	298,300
	2,782,907
	


* Including support costs
** For individual consideration

Allowable level of bilateral cooperation

2. The amount of funding being requested by the Governments of Australia, Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom at the 98th meeting, together with the funding approved for their requests during the 2024‑2026 triennium, do not exceed the 20 per cent allowable level of bilateral cooperation for the 2024‑2026 triennium, as shown in table 2. 
Table 2. Funding levels as bilateral cooperation for 2024-2026 (US $)
	Agency
	Funding
	Allowable level
2024-2026 triennium

	
	Approved
2024-2026
	Requested 
98th meeting
	Total
	

	Australia
	760,017
	463,113
	1,223,130
	3,759,769

	Germany
	10,654,733
	135,600
	 10,790,333
	10,883,917

	Italy
	0
	395,500
	395,500
	5,679,727

	United Kingdom
	1,201,347
	1,788,694
	2,990,041
	7,792,037


Bilateral requests
Technical assistance to prepare a verification report on HCFC or HFC consumption (Germany)
Project description
3. In line with decision 96/26, the fifth and final tranche of the HCFC phase-out management plan (HPMP) for Papua New Guinea was approved on the understanding that the Government of Germany would submit a funding request in 2026, in the amount of US $30,000, plus agency support costs, for the verification report of Papua New Guinea’s 2025–2026 consumption, to be submitted to the first meeting of 2027. The Secretariat has therefore included Papua New Guinea in the sample of low-volume consuming (LVC) Article 5 countries for the verification of compliance with their HPMP Agreements under decision 61/46(c).[footnoteRef:2],[footnoteRef:3] The Government of Germany, as the designated implementing agency, is requesting funding for the verification of the HPMP for Papua New Guinea. [2:  The Secretariat was requested to provide, at the first meeting of each year, a list representing 20 per cent of countries with an HCFC consumption baseline of up to 360 metric tonnes, and with an approved HPMP, to approve funding for them for the purposes of verification of that country’s compliance with the HPMP agreement for that year.]  [3:  See document UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/98/10.] 

4. In line with decision 96/22(a),[footnoteRef:4] the Secretariat prepared the list of countries for verification of compliance with their Kigali HFC implementation plan (KIP) agreements.[footnoteRef:5] The Government of Germany, as the designated implementing agency, is requesting funding for the verification of stage I of the KIPs for Burkina Faso, Liberia and Mauritius as shown in table 1. [4:  The Secretariat was requested to provide, at the first meeting of each year, the list of countries with average HFC consumption in servicing, in the baseline years, of 360 metric tonnes (mt) and below that had scheduled a tranche of their KIPs during the following year and that had not previously received funding to undertake such verifications, and to include also, those countries with an average HFC consumption in the servicing sector, in the baseline years, above 360 mt that had opted to be funded as low-LVC countries, in line with decision 92/36(c).]  [5:  See document UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/98/10.] 

Secretariat’s comments
5. The Secretariat noted that the funding requests were consistent with decisions 96/26 and 96/22 and the funds approved for similar verifications in previous meetings, and it further noted that the verification report for Papua New Guinea will be submitted to the first meeting of 2027 together with the final progress report on the implementation of the work programme associated with the final tranche of the HPMP, and that the verification reports on stage I of the KIPs must be submitted at least 10 weeks prior to the applicable Executive Committee meeting where the next funding tranche is being sought. 
Secretariat’s recommendation
6. The Secretariat recommends blanket approval for technical assistance to prepare verification reports on: 
6. HCFC consumption for the HCFC phase-out management plan for Papua New Guinea at the level of funding shown in table 1, on the understanding that the verification report will be submitted at least 10 weeks prior to the first meeting of 2027; and
6. HFC consumption for stage I of the Kigali HFC implementation plans for Burkina Faso, Liberia and Mauritius at the level of funding shown in table 1, on the understanding that the verification reports must be submitted at least 10 weeks prior to the applicable Executive Committee meeting where the next funding tranche is being sought.
Recommendation
The Executive Committee may wish to request the Treasurer to offset the costs of the bilateral projects approved at the 98th meeting as follows:
US $XX (including agency support costs) against the balance of the bilateral contribution of the Government of Australia for 2024‑2026;
US $XX (including agency support costs) against the balance of the bilateral contribution of the Government of Germany for 2024-2026;
US $XX (including agency support costs) against the balance of the bilateral contribution of the Government of Italy for 2024‑2026; and 
US $XX (including agency support costs) against the balance of the bilateral contribution of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for 2024‑2026.


	
	
	
	
	



Pre-session documents of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol are without prejudice to any decision that the Executive Committee might take following issuance of the document.
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